GREENWOOD SCHOOL
ANNUAL FUND REPORT
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LETTER FROM JUDY POPPELL

OPENING MESSAGE
Dear Friend and Supporter of Greenwood School,
I think we can all agree that 2021-2022 was a school year unlike any other.
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We began by welcoming a new Head of School, Jackie Herman, who has
brought a new vision and a contagious enthusiasm to the Greenwood
campus. So many firsts – among them was the grand opening of our new
Wetlands Experience and a focus on outdoor education to engage and
motivate our students. Best of all, the Wetlands trails provides opportunities
for new projects and hands-on learning opportunities that allow every
student to experience success. And those trails were just the beginning…
Greenwood students at all grade levels experienced a renewed focus on
the arts. Cast members from the touring production of Hamilton visited
Greenwood and shared their craft with our students. All students had
the opportunity to attend The Nutcracker performance in December.
Experiences in the arts are important to creating well-rounded students who
have an appreciation for all that the arts offer. New classes to engage our
students in arts experiences are on the drawing board for the coming year.
The enthusiasm at Greenwood is contagious. The Board of Trustees is
excited about new additions being made to our campus and the creation of
additional possibilities for our students. It is only through your participation
and support that these new opportunities will be realized. I hope that you
will be a frequent visitor to our wonderful school and partner with us to make
Greenwood everything that it can and should be for our students. The past
couple of years have challenged us like no other, but they have also allowed
us to see what we are capable of. And our future is indeed an exciting one!

J udy Poppell
JUDY POPPELL
PRESIDENT, BOARD OF TRUSTEES

LETTER FROM JACQUELINE HERMAN

OPENING MESSAGE
Dear Parents, Students, Alumni, Friends and Community Members,
It gives me immense pleasure to present the 2021-22 Greenwood School
Annual Report.
The report highlights the impact that your support has provided the students
at Greenwood School. Our focus for the 2021-22 annual campaign was
Arts in the Curriculum. Through your generosity we have been able to
integrate many art mediums into the curriculum and provide robust learning
opportunities for our students, both in and out of the classroom.
Greenwood School is truly a special place for our students to learn, grow and
achieve. Many of our students come to Greenwood School with negative
past experiences with schooling, low self esteem and limited opportunities
to shine. Greenwood School provides our students the opportunity to excel
and shine from the moment they step foot on our campus. We have an
extraordinary faculty and staff that are highly trained and are committed
to living our mission and making each moment count. They truly know how
to differentiate the instruction so each and every student can learn and
achieve. Greenwood is fortunate to have an amazing and supportive Board
of Trustees who ensures that our faculty and staff have access and support
to all that they need in the classroom and beyond.
Continued on the next page...

LETTER FROM JACQUELINE HERMAN (CONT.)

OPENING MESSAGE
A huge thank you to our Board of Trustees, Greenwood’s faculty and
staff, and to you our parents, students, alumni, alumni parents, friends
and community members who each play an integral part in the success of
each and every student. Greenwood is a school of excellence. We pride
ourselves on offering the best education to our students and families. We
are at capacity with waiting lists in all of our grades. The future is bright
as we continue to enhance our course offerings to our students, provide
professional development to our staff, and prioritize not only the academics
but the social/emotional/mental health of our students.
It is an honor to lead Greenwood into the future. We have so much to be
proud of and the future is bright for all who enter our building.
I look forward to our continued partnership and I thank you again for your
generosity.

JACQUELINE HERMAN
HEAD OF SCHOOL

“Art has the role in education of helping children become like themselves
instead of more like everyone else.”
– Sydney Gurewitz Clemens

LETTER FROM KATE FRASER

OPENING MESSAGE
I want to thank our entire Greenwood community for another extremely
successful school year. With record enrollment, Greenwood School is
reaching new heights, and it is a very exciting time to be a part of the
Greenwood community. Greenwood School continues to lead the way in
curriculum innovation, offering challenge and support to students as well as
a safe space to learn and grow.
The Annual Fund Campaign relies on the support of our entire Greenwood
community, along with the greater public for donations. These donations
allow us to cultivate many areas of the school which in turn allow our
students to flourish. The funds support our extra-curricular activities,
provide Greenwood Scholarship funding to families in need, support staff
training, provide much-needed classroom equipment to assist students'
accommodations, and enhance our campus. Last year our Annual Fund
focus was “Arts in the Curriculum”. We encourage students to use their
imagination and creativity in everything that they do and strive to be the best
that they can be, providing encouragement and support along the way.
Your support allows us to continue offering exceptional education to
our community. We'd like to thank our amazing staff, Board of Trustees,
parents, alumni, local businesses, and other friends of Greenwood who have
continued to support us by giving freely of their time and donating to causes
like our annual fund.

KATE FRASER
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS AND ADVANCEMENT

OUR MISSION
To provide a challenging and supportive education to middle and high school
students with learning differences. Through adaptive, multisensory instruction and
a positive environment, students develop the knowledge and skills necessary to
achieve their highest potential in the classroom and beyond.

FUNDS IN ACTION

OUR IMPACT

•

Created a new black box theater for our
drama students.

•

Provided all students with opportunities
to immerse themselves in the arts with
the cast of Hamilton spending a morning
at Greenwood to give a dance and vocal
coaching session.

•

•

Students attended a production of the
Nutcracker that was subsidised through
Annual Fund contributions.
We will be offering all students the
opportunity to attend the Beyond Van
Gogh exhibit opening September 16th
2022.
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•

Expanded our club offerings for the 20212022 school year with the addition of
outside agencies adding a drumline and
dance classes with The Florida Ballet.

•

Greenwood has expanded our outdoor
drama areas with two outdoor stages.
Last year we had performances from
the ASL class, the drama class and the
Greenwood school talent show.

•

Increased arts integrated into the
curriculum across all grade levels.
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FUNDS IN ACTION

OUR IMPACT

FUNDS OVERVIEW

FUND SUMMARY

We launched our Annual Fund campaign in
October with a goal of raising $30,000 by June
2022. Due to incredibly generous donations
from our Greenwood Board, faculty, families,
alumni, and business partners we more than
doubled that goal and raised $74,344.07; this
exceeded our total for the 2020-2021 Annual
Fund campaign which reached an impressive
$58,920.88.
We also held our first Annual Celebration
dinner on our campus. The event was a
wonderful opportunity for families, staff,
alumni and friends of Greenwood from local
businesses to celebrate the successes of the
past 20 years on the Regency campus. The
event raised $29,352 which is included in the
annual fund total.
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We are excited to announce that the
percentage of donors exceeds previous years.
The chart below compares the donation
percentages from the last three campaigns.
We’re incredibly grateful for your support
and for allowing us to continue developing
exceptional programs and resources that allow
our students to thrive!

COMPARISON OF GIVING

FUND SUMMARY

2019-2020

2020-2021

2021-2022
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GREENWOOD GRADUATES

SPOTLIGHT

Twenty two students successfully graduated
from Greenwood with their standard
traditionally tracked high school diploma in
2022. Twenty of the twenty two students
moved onto a college or university such as
FSCJ, UNF, Full Sail University, Flagler, USF,
Beacon College, and Erskine College to
name a few.
Greenwood School also provides the
opportunity to learn about careers that do
not require a college degree. Students are
invited to learn about a number of different
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career paths as they attend field trips. Two
students this year went straight into their
chosen careers to complete workforce training/
apprenticeships.
Greenwood School provides students with
guidance and support throughout their high
school years to prepare them for a college or
career path of their choosing. With regular
meetings and classes that provide this support,
all of our students feel confident in the path
they choose upon graduation.

GREENWOOD GRADUATES

SPOTLIGHT

SENIOR REFLECTIONS:
“This year is actually both my first and last
year at Greenwood. In the past, I never could
have grasped how in only a year, I could have
transformed into a more confident person.
I was ridden with severe anxiety before I
came here. In the past, I didn’t feel safe in the
classroom and was so nervous I could feel
my heart pound through my shoes. ..I still
remember the amount of safety I felt when I
first visited Greenwood and they brought me
to the Wetlands. The soft song of the trees
brushing against each other tickled my ears as
I stood in the Wetlands the first time. I could
feel my breath blend colors with the ambiance
surrounding me. There in that moment I could
be my authentic self, something Greenwood
taught me to embrace.”
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“This school encouraged me to do things that
I would not have done before--it helped me
raise the bar to achieve higher standards--as
a result, my self-esteem soared …This is one of
the most incredible things about Greenwood -not only do they help you academically, socially,
and emotionally but, they encourage you and
allow you the freedom to explore new things.”
“I feel privileged to be able to say I went to
Greenwood…Although we didn’t know it,
when most of us arrived at Greenwood, we
shared the same goal— the goal to come to
a school that recognizes us for our differences
and helps all of us to end up in this room we
find ourselves in tonight. Coming from a public
school system, many can attest to how we
felt left behind and for more than one reason.
..When we came here, we had teachers who
not only cared, but affirmed their commitment
to individually helping all of us”

ANNUAL CELEBRATION

EVENT SPOTLIGHT

Thank you to everyone who attended and
supported our annual celebration, “Twenty
Years” on our current campus.We extend our
appreciation to our donors, board members,
staff, vendors, and volunteers who all
contributed to such a successful event. The
event raised $29,352 which supported our
Annual Fund for the Arts. This fund will grow
the arts in the curriculum at Greenwood School
and will provide our students with resources in
the classroom as well as the opportunities to
attend events outside of school throughout the
year.
We are excited to announce that the
percentage of donors exceeds previous years.
We’re incredibly grateful for your support
and for allowing us to continue developing
exceptional programs and resources that allow
our students to thrive!
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CELEBRATION VENDORS:
•

Red’s Steakhouse

•

Two Dudes Seafood

•

Let’s Cheese Jax

•

Intuition Brewery

•

The Band Be Easy

•

To the Moon Party Designs

•

Oceanway School of Dance

•

Luxe Party Rentals
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ANNUAL CELEBRATION

SPOTLIGHT

PERFORMING ARTS SHOWCASE

EVENT SPOTLIGHT

We held a number of very successful events at
Greenwood during the 2021-2022 school year.
Both our American Sign Language class and
our Theater Arts class performed to students
and parents for their final exam. The ASL class
successfully signed a number of festive winter
songs, while the Theater Arts Class performed
a short play which was a Commedia dell’Arte
twist on The Emperor’s New Clothes called
“Signor Pantalone’s New Pantalones”. Both
events were a huge success and displays
how Greenwood brings out new skills and
confidence in students.
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Greenwood’s Performing Arts Showcase was
another arts highlight, with performances
ranging from chorus, drum solos and
performance poetry, there was a wide array of
talent on show!
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PERFORMING ARTS SHOWCASE

SPOTLIGHT

TESORI FAMILY FOUNDATION

EVENT SPOTLIGHT

Greenwood School partnered with the Tesori
Family Foundation in May to host a number of
students in our All-Star Kids Clinic.
The Tesori Family Foundation is a local nonprofit founded by Paul and Michelle Tesori,
which provide services and organized events
for children with special needs in NorthEast Florida. The Foundation, along with 14
students attended Greenwood School on May
3rd for our first All-Star Kids in Nature.
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The event was a massive success thanks to
our 35 student volunteers who led tours of
our Wetlands, made toad abodes, released
butterflies and “buddied” up with the attending
children.
Parents and Foudation members were so
impressed with the confidence, compassion,
and leadership qualities our students
possessed. We can’t wait to make this event
a yearly staple on the Greenwood School
calendar!

OUR DONORS

A special thank you is in order for Mr. David Stein, his continued support and
commitment to Greenwood School has enabled us to provide students with
valuable resources that are crucial to their success.

WE’D LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING DONORS FOR THEIR
CONTINUED SUPPORT OF GREENWOOD SCHOOL.
Mary and Bruce Bower
The Benton Family Foundation
Charles Hyman and Janet Healy Family Fund
Donald C. McGraw Foundation
Dubow Family Foundation
Edelman Family Advised Fund
Gary and Nancy Chartrand Advised Fund
HEAL Foundation
Holland & Knight
J Wayne and Delores Barr Weaver
Lucy Gooding Charitable Foundation Trust
Mrs. Mary Virginia Terry
THE PLAYERS and the Red Coats
Thomas M. and Irene B. Kirbo Charitable Foundation
Uible-Morris Family Foundation
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OUR DONORS

ALUMNI PARENT

Network for Good

Karen Butler

Alice Parker

Julie Gordon

Greg and Robin Scott

Jennifer and Rick Plotkin

Derrick Smith

Missy Turra

Nina and Lex Waters
Jane Willhite

ALUMNI STUDENT
Luke Butler

GRANDPARENTS

Will Gordon

Linda Atalla (Ben Graf)

Julia Plotkin

Sharon Beaghan (Leo Rush)

Marissa Turra

Maria Beaumont (Reese Gustafson)
Judith Ann Clarkson (Benjamin Racioppo)

FRIENDS OF GREENWOOD

Bruce and Jennifer Davis (Sawyer Menciano)

Jessica Chard - To the Moon Party Designs

Kevin and Laura Foley (Xavier Curtis)

Coco-Cola Give

Anne Gibson (Kevin Valentin)

CSX Transportation

Billie Haynes (Chandler Morales)

Kelly DeGance

Steve and Tam Herczeg (Jacob Brennan)

Deborah and Phil Dobbs

Faye Hyken (Charlie Thibodeau)

Sharlene Evans

Dorrit McMullen (Jack Quimby)

Lisa and James Farrell

Judy H Mizrahi (Jacob Morgenthal)

Fidelity

Sally Nielsen (Jacob Nielsen)

Deidra and Deon Johnson

Surekha and Dayananda Shetty (Nikhil Shetty)

Gary Mayes

Tillie Sim (Isabela Spina)

Sarah McKeown

James and Kathleen Skunda (Ethan Hopson)

Carolyn Morriss

Mr. and Mrs. Earnest Waller (Shelby Waller)

Lisa Vernon and Brian Mullis

Michael and Kathy Wise (Kody Shepperd)
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OUR DONORS

PARENTS

Jeffrey and Jenessa Meyers

Rebecca and Paul Ballowe

Andrea and Mark Mirabito

Julie Bavington

Michael and Zoie Morales

Zinka and Fran Benton-Rzeznik

Craig and Rachel Morgenthal

John Brocato

Steven Olinger

Colman and Rachel Brodsky

Edwin and Wendy Orr

Alex and Vilma Consuegra

Sarah and Ed Parrish

Gina DelVecchio

Gabriel and Michelle Pastrana

Kim Diefenbruch

Michelle and Robert Pavlik

Paul and Laura Dostert

Amy and Greg Prysock

Mark, Sandy and Gage Duke

Todd and Megan Quimby

Phillip and Roben Fairloth

Timothy and Stefanie Raines

Lora Farid

Leslie and Larry Redd

Cyndi Fletcher

Stephanie and Jason Reller

Stacey McClain and Robert Folwell

Leif and Beth Rush

Kelly and Joseph Gibson

Mary and Mike Salameh

Alexa and William Graf

Kathleen Sargent

Chai and Jonathan Gross

Jay and Grace Sharfstein

Jim and Sandy Gustafson

Rajesh and Neera Shetty

Holt and Jessie Harrell

Kendra Slinker

Earlis and Pamela Harvey

Robert and Jennifer Smith

Peyton and Kathleen Hopson

Catherine and Frank Spina

Marla and Chris Knowles

Jason and Leslie Surowiec

Julia and Barry Lechmere

John and Michelle Thibodeau

Julia and Barry Lechmere

Amber Vencill

Chris Little

Kelli and Ty Votaw

Brian and Lucy Loftus

Tina and George Walker

Miguel Bejar and Lucia Martinez

Samantha and Mike Williamson

Matt and Tanya McConnell

Kimberley Willis

Michael and Christina Menciano

Zahid and Flor P Zaidi
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OUR DONORS

BOARD MEMBERS

Bernice Green

Bob Culliton

Dominador Guillermo

Shelley De Vault

Jackie Herman

Deb Hardman

Diane Krug

Louise and Mike Morrow

Chris Little

Jennifer and Rick Plotkin

Jamie Marte

Judy and Ron Poppell

Beth Mason

Missy Turra

Barbara Murray

Wayne Waters

Brandie Neal

Tracey Westbrook

Rachel Page
Darci Pelham

STAFF

Stefanie Raines

Karen Bean

Zachary Rivera

Jessie Bliss

Rebecca Rodriguez

Brian Childers

Amy Scheffer

Kerianne Contuzzi

Kendra Slinker

Savannah Dobbs

Stephanie Snell

Shelby Ellis

Leslie Surowiec

Stacy Fehr

Mitzi Thomas

Melanie Frank

Steve West

Kate Fraser

Felecia Wimbish

Ryan Furguiele

Jennifer Yates
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GET INVOLVED
To support the Greenwood School Campaign for the 2022-2023 school
year, please visit: greenwoodjax.org/annual-fund
Our new campaign focuses on Health and Wellness in our community.
We have already provided the students with a new outdoor fitness center
in the Wetlands due to a generous grant from the PGA Redcoats. With
the help of your generous donations this year, we will be able to provide
students with even more opportunities to enjoy our outdoor spaces and
continue to be able to prioritize physical, emotional, and mental health and
wellness for all of our students.
Thank you for supporting the mission of Greenwood School!

