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A fond farewell  

As I prepare to “wrap up” my career at Greenwood School, I find 

myself reflecting over the past sixteen years with much gratitude:  

 for opportunities to serve students and their families searching 

for specialized learning environments to realize academic 

success.  

 for opportunities that occurred, not as a result of personal goal 

setting and achievement, but  

 for opportunities that occurred as a result of three distinct 

groups working toward the same mission. 

Anyone familiar with “the Greenwood Story” marvels at the 

dedication, generosity and foresight of board trustees who 

embraced a capital campaign to provide a permanent home on  

 

Upcoming Events 

Mar. 21st -25th Spring Break 

Mar. 28th  Easter Monday, No 

School  

April 8th Mrs. Connell 

Retirement 

Celebration 

April 12th  Drive Event 

April 13th  Welcome 

Wednesday 

April 16th Prom 

April 19th        ACT Aspire 

April 20th ACT Aspire 

April 21st  PTO Box Top 

Bake Sale 

April 22nd  PTO Box Top 

Bake Sale 
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a beautiful campus. In addition, financial assistance continues so 

that a diverse group of eligible students can reap the benefits of 

specialized programs, and efforts are ongoing to grow an 

endowment to ensure financial stability for future generations. None 

of this would have been possible without the dedication and trust of 

Mr. David Stein. You will always be my hero!   

The Greenwood Story would be a fairy tale, if not for the team of 

dedicated staff and administrators who eagerly greet our students 

each day. Tirelessly teaching to each student’s learning style, 

fulfilling tasks regardless of job descriptions, believing in every 

student’s ability  and supporting extracurricular activities is how 

Greenwood “does the right thing” for our kids.  

The remaining players on this mission driven team, and the most 

important players, include our students and their families. We meet 

parents who are diligently searching for “the right fit” for their child 

to succeed academically and socially; parents who volunteer time 

and time again to support athletics, interest clubs, staff and board 

needs. And let’s not forget our students, who are absolutely 

incredible with their enthusiasm for learning, positive attitudes and 

drive to succeed in their dreams; students who accept each other 

in spite of differences and encourage others’ talents and strengths. 

For this school administrator, it just doesn’t get any better than 

Greenwood School! Thank you for the privilege of serving during 

these past sixteen years. They truly have been the best years of my 

life! 

Sincerely, 

Beverly Connell 
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Mrs. Connell’s Corner 

As many of you may know, Greenwood School has in the past 

administered the Stanford 10 battery of standardized testing as a 

benchmark/progress indication at the end of each school year. The 

Stanford 10 is unfortunately no longer being produced—after careful 

consideration and research, Greenwood has adopted the ACT Aspire as 

our new annual standardized test for grades 6 through 10. As will always 

be the case at Greenwood, this is not a “high stakes” standardized test. 

There are no rewards nor consequences--including grade promotion 

determinations—attached to this test! The students’ results are used as an 

additional indication of student growth and their progress towards college 

and career readiness—goals for which the ACT Aspire was specifically 

designed and is ideally formatted. 

ACT Aspire content is aligned with the ACT College and Career Readiness 

Standards (ACT CCRS), which reflect Florida state standards and federal 

Common Core learning standards: additionally, the ACT Aspire scale 

scores are linked to college and career data through the existing 

traditional ACT programs. Therefore, the ACT Aspire provides a useful 

complement to Greenwood’s curriculum to ensure our students are 

receiving the best possible instructional and content mastery opportunities 

to prepare them for their “next step” after high school. ACT Aspire 

measures student mastery of material on multiple levels of knowledge and 

employs several different question types in order to more accurately 

reflect the knowledge and skills students have developed over time and 

across grade levels. In other words, the ACT Aspire is not your typical 

“bubble form” test; rather, it includes multiple choice, short answer, and 

constructed response (“essay”) types of questions, in similar proportion to 

the exams our students have been accustomed to receiving from their 

Greenwood teachers throughout the school year.  

The ACT Aspire assigns scores between 400 and 460 for each subject, and 

the score ranges are tied to grade levels, with a recommended increase 

for each grade. Students will see their scores, how their scores compare to 

others in their grade nationwide, and indication of their strengths and 

content areas in which they could improve.  

The testing at Greenwood will be between 19th and 20th. There are 4 

content areas: 

English -  30 minutes Reading -  60 minutes 

Math -  60-65 minutes Science -  55 minutes 

This is a paper-based test, and students will have access to their 

appropriate accommodations just as they would in any classroom-based 

test here at Greenwood. 

 

Mrs. Connell, 

Head of School 
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From ADDitude Magazine Online 

 

How to Jump-Start Friendships for Your ADHD Teen 

Five creative ways to help your teenager with ADHD (and poor 

social skills) find — and keep — friends. 

http://www.additudemag.com/adhd/article/6197.html 

 

 

 

Come test drive a new Ford to 

help raise money for our 

school. There is never any sales 

pressure. Free pizza and soda 

will be provided! 
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PTO NEWSFLASH 

Hello, Greenwood Families!  

We have a meeting on Tuesday, April 12th at 2:00 

p.m. It will be a brief meeting only voting on the 

officers for next year. Then we will spend the rest of 

the afternoon taking a Wetlands Tour with Ms. Krug 

and her students. We want to invite all Greenwood 

parents to this meeting.  

Thank you so much for participating in our PTO! 

Karen Butler, PTO President 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  Events for the rest of the 

year as we know them today. 

Staff Breakfasts (1st Monday each month) 

March 7, April 4 (May 3 - Staff Appreciation Lunch) 

4/8/2016   Mrs. Connell's Retirement Reception 

4/13/2016  Welcome Wednesday 

5/6 /2016  Fine Arts Showcase  

5/3/2016   Staff Appreciation Day (Snacks vs. 

Breakfast)  
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Greenwood Honor Societies 
 
Thank you, Blake, mom, and Casey, Victor, Laird and 

dad, Holder and mom, Catherine and mom, Marissa, dad, and 

Matteo, and Ms. Cynthia Hall, for volunteering to serve at 

FEEDING Northeast Florida food bank, this past Saturday, 

March 12th.  

 

We served our community a total of 42 hours. 

Did you know that 1 in 6 people don't know how or when they'll 

eat next and 1 in 4 kids go hungry? 

 

FEEDING Northeast Florida has been open for 2 years and is the 

fastest growing food bank in Florida. 

 

Greenwood Honor Societies and parents, along with other 

volunteers, sorted 2,276 pounds of food. That is equivalent to 

1,895 meals.  

 

WE CARE - LET'S BE THERE! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NHS and NJHS are 

collecting socks for the 

homeless of Jacksonville 

Imagine, clean, dry, 

warm feet 

Please bring in 1 pair of 

socks or many pairs of 

socks.  

We will be distributing 

the socks through 

Autumn’s Harvest, 

adding the socks to their 

care bags for the 

homeless. 

Please bring the socks to 

the art room.  
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AmazonSmile 

What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite 

charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you 

shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast 

selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to 

your favorite charitable organization. You can choose from nearly one million 

organizations to support. 

How do I shop at AmazonSmile? 

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web 

browser on your computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a 

bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start 

your shopping at AmazonSmile. 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? 

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will 

see eligible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their 

product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and 

subscription renewals are not currently eligible. 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your 

shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other account settings 

are also the same. 

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on 

AmazonSmile? 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select a 

charitable organization to receive donations from eligible purchases before 

you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then every 

eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. 

  How much of my purchase does Amazon donate? 

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from 

your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. The purchase price is the amount paid 

for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, gift-

wrapping fees, taxes, or service charges. From time to time, we may offer 

special, limited time promotions that increase the donation amount on one 

or more products or services or provide for additional donations to charitable 

organizations. Special terms and restrictions may apply. Please see the 

relevant promotion for complete details. 

 

Bookmark 

smile.amazon.com 

Greenwood School 

http://smile.amazon.com/c

h/59-1579415 

 

 

                                                                                                                  

Have you 

created 

your 

Amazon 

Smile 

account? 
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